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Greetings to all.  There is no doubt that this year has been truly unique on so many levels. As we are finally getting the opportunity to venture safely out of doors, I hope you are enjoying the summer.  So far it has been just wonderful.
The gardens have exploded with all kinds of wonderful color and fragrances.  And of course, at least at my house the mosquitoes seem to be delighted with the weather.  Notwithstanding, I am thrilled that summer is here and the long winter is behind us.  It is a glorious summer.
The summer, especially July, is for me a rich time of reflection, gratitude and honoring times of major transformation in my life. As we start the back half of the year, I am reminded to embrace each new day with all the opportunities, challenges and times of profound spiritual enlightenment that each new day brings.  As one journey ends a new and exciting one begins.  
I am hoping that for you this summer is a time of reflecting and relaxing.  For some of you it will be a time of vacations, get-a-ways and trips to the beach.  I offer traveling mercies to you all, wherever this summer’s adventures take you.  
Remember to stop into a local church and say hello and share with them about your home church and how God has touched your life.  One of my fond memories as kids was my mother always had us stop by churches wherever and whenever we were visiting places to go in just say a little prayer and look around.  She would say that it was important so when the day came to meet God face to face that God would recognize us and remember we had stopped by to say hello.  That funny little story still has me stopping
)[image: Summer Fun List 2013 (+ Free Printable) - My Frugal Adventures] (
https://www.facebook.com/Stjohnsuccmarinecity/ 
) (
The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents.
First choose a short title for your newsletter
— something like "School News,
" 
or “Back to School.” As you choose the title, also take time to think about the newsletter’s theme. What important messages do you want to send parents and families?
Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length.
Use the body of your school 
newsletter to
 
keep parents apprised of
 
major assignments and class
 events, as well as any 
of 
school district news. Also
 
share news for specific grade
 
levels, and tell parents about
 upcoming events, new faculty, and school 
policies.
 
) (
Dear Parents
)

 (
Pastor Ken Newsletter Continued
) (
Page 2 of 
1
1
)
 (
remember we had stopped by to say hello.  That funny little story still has me stopping by churches whenever I am on the road.
For some of us this has been a difficult and challenging summer.  Perhaps even to the point of trying our faith.  Please know that you are not on this journey alone.  God is always with us and makes God’s presence known by surrounding us with friends, family (as I like to say, some I’m related to) and the occasional encounter with a stranger that God sends along to deliver a message.  I truly believe that God is with me the most when times are hardest, and I feel it the least.  My history is proof.  I believe it to be true for you as well.
Others of us are just laying low enjoying those laid-back days of summer.  Remember that list of everything we were going to do this summer…relax a little.  The list is always bigger than the time and energy to do it.  Do what you can but remember to enjoy.
As we spend the summer relaxing and having fun, we have so much to look forward to with a new season of worship and spiritual growth.  May your summer be a restful, revitalizing time, Spirit-filled and surrounded by the grace and love of God.  And r
emember that regardless of where 
the summer takes you, you are held in God’s unconditional love, boundless mercy, and unending grace and there is a place for you here.  
Have a great 
summer
.  
See you Sunday!
Take care and be well, Peace
Ken
Live streaming 
of Sunday service 
will 
continue
 at 11am. from St. John’s Facebook page.  
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Happy Birthdays in 
Ju
ly
 & August
 
 
)				
 (
7/1  Karen Jolicoeur
7/5   Aaron Fisher
7/7   Katie Phelan
7/7   Marilee Schultz
7/18  Bea Gubanche
7/18  Lori LaMontagne
7/26  Georgia Phelan
~~~~~~~~
8/13 Janet Bulgrien
8/24 Don Weichert
) (
7/1    Brenda & Thomas Fisher
7/8    Dorothy & Kurt Schultz
7/27  Christina & Bill Galvin
7/27  Mary & Bill Galvin
7/30  Denise & Douglas Andrews
~~~~~~~~
8/8    Lisa & Aaron Fisher
8/11  Megan & Mark Hincherick
8/25  Don & Lois Weichert
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Volunteers Needed
Please sign-up
Please consider signing up for the ministries of Usher/Greeter, Liturgists and Altar Care. 
 
)
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Prayers For ……
Joy
 Steve
Marge
 Darlene
Lainey
 Janie
Loretta
 Tamara
Trisha
 Jeff
Kandy
 Kristin
Lilia
 Ben H. 
Families of St. John & St. James
)
 (
Pay GBC bi
Military Prayer List
I will be including a list in the newsletter of our men and women in the military, to acknowledge those who serve and to pray for their safety. Please submit your love one’s, family member or friend’s name, rank and branch of service to be placed 
on the list. 
Josh Bieske
    
    
Staff Sgt.
   
           
US 
A
ir Force
Alex Tite
  
    
Private       
          
US Army
Joshua Bieske    Sgt. First Class    US Air Force
)[image: military_15484]
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Summer Poem
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St. John’s United Church of Christ
Council Meeting 
March 9, 2020

Present: Carolyn Hosford, Lynn Andrews, Dorothy Schultz, Shari Faucher, Katie Phelan, Don Weichert and Pastor Ken
Absent: Georgia Phelan

1. Call to order at 6:30p.m.  
2. Opening prayer by Pastor Ken
3. Roll call – All present except Georgia 
4. Agenda amended with additions to Building & Grounds and Unfinished Business.
5. [bookmark: _Hlk16617417]Minutes from the February 10, 2020 meeting presented by Lynn Andrews.  Motion to accept amended minutes by Dorothy.  Second by Carolyn. Carried.

6. Reports
                  
A.  Treasurers Report presented by Dorothy
 Motion to accept report by Shari.  Second by Lynn.  Carried.

1. We will purchase the QuickBooks program when we have a capable computer.
2. New insurance is in effect now, the amount also includes workmen’s compensation. 
3. The “moving piano” will be removed from expenses

B. Financial Secretary’s Report presented by Carolyn.  
Motion by to accept report by Lynn.  Second by Shari. Carried.

C. Mary Martha Guild
1. The guild will not meet in March, due to a number of members absent.
2. Fun & Games night will stop due to low count.
3. The guild will be offering a $300.00 scholarship to a student at Marine City High School.
4. Loretta is making a quilt to be raffled off during the rummage sale.

D. Sunday School
1. Schedule is made for the remainder of the year, ending May 10th.

E. Pastors Report  
1. Pastor is concerned over the shrinking number attending the Health & Vitality meetings, as well as, Wednesday Lenten service attendance.  Health & Vitality group will meet after Easter, but Pastor plans on handing out a letter explaining the groups mission statement.
2.  (
Page 7 of
 1
1
)There is a Seder meal planned for March 25th at 7:00p.m. Pastor Ken will explain what each food represents.
3. Communion is planned for April 5th and Easter Sunday – April 12th.
4. With all concerns about the Coronavirus, the congregation will have the choice to shake hands or not.
5. There will be a handout given to the congregation called Time, Talent & Treasure.  This is to encourage members to volunteer in the different areas needing help.
Motion to accept by Carolyn.  Second by Dorothy.  Carried.

F. Building and Grounds
1. The council would like to set a date for church spring clean-up.  The Boy Scouts will be contacted to help out, since they agreed to help with clean-up in exchange for free usage of the building.
2. Kurt Schultz noticed damage to the shed; door, missing shingles, etc.  He did a temporary fix to the door.  Don will see if the “Men’s Group” is willing to make the shed their project.
3. The church floors need stripping and waxing.  Kurt is willing to do the task with the help of Ben.
Motion to accept by Shari.  Second by Lynn.  Carried.

7. Unfinished business
A. April church events have been sent to Birdie.  Pastor Ken has sent all worship dates.  Birdie needs all information at least one week before the new month.
B. One Great Hour of Sharing envelopes will be in the church bulletins on March 22.
C. We are still waiting for the Health Department to come out and inspect the kitchen for the final inspection.  The church has done all the changes that were requested.  

       8.    New Business
                          A.  Pastor Ken and Georgia have amended the church By-laws.  Council was 
                                given copies to read and discuss at the April meeting.
                          B.   The council will increase the amount given for scholarships to $300.00.
                                Motion to increase scholarship amount for 2020 by Dorothy.  Second by 
                                Carolyn.  Carried.
                          C.  Don presented a list of church jobs, with many of the items already
                                completed.

9.   Adjournment
      Motion to adjourn at 7:48p.m. by Shari.   
      Closing prayer by Don.
                               
     Submitted by Lynn Andrews 
     Secretary
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                                                        Sunday Services

Sunday Services have been resumed and will continue to be Live Streamed at 11am. on the St. Johns website.  

                                            Council Meetings
Council Meetings have been resumed.  Next meeting is on Monday, July 13th at 6:30pm.

Sunday School
No Sunday School until the fall.

Mary Martha Guild
No meetings until further notice.

We meet on the second Wednesday of every month for lunch and a business meeting (except in July and August).  Bring a sandwich.  Beverages and dessert are provided.  Each month we have a hostess who provides dessert.  Dues for the year are $10.  Please see Loretta or Lynn, if you have any questions.

Grace of God Prayer Group
[bookmark: _Hlk35949577]No meetings until further notice.

Health & Vitality Meetings
No meetings until further notice.


Coffee Donations
There is a container on the counter by the coffee pots for freewill donations to help pay for the cost of Coffee Hour.  Any help will be greatly appreciated.

Let’s Recycle
Look for the blue recycling bins at St. John’s! We recycle paper and cardboard (please, no candy wrappers or trash); this bin is next to the sanctuary door for ease of use following service. We also recycle plastic, like water bottles and clean plastic cups; this bin is near the door to the parking lot. Please do not recycle Styrofoam or plastic wraps. Let’s tread lightly on God’s earth and try to leave it closer to the way he created it for us!

Food Pantry
God’s Grace Through Prayer, our St. John’s Prayer Group, is sponsoring a Pantry Box.  The box is in the Fellowship Room.  We are accepting any non-perishable items.  These will be donated to the Downriver Helping Hands and other organizations in the area.  Please help support those in need in our Community.  Thank you!

 (
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Message from St. Johns Council President

As things slowly return to “normal” and whatever that looks like in the future, I am heartened and fortified to know that God’s love for us never changes and is always with us!
 
It’s been good to be back to services on Sunday. I know some of us aren’t quite there yet and that is fine- we all should be confident in making this decision as we are comfortable. We all look forward to being together again, and that day will be whenever it is. In the meantime, we should continue to reach out to each other and try to “attend” services via Facebook if we’re not able to attend in person. If you’re not computer savvy, this is a great occasion to tap into the incredible knowledge that our kids, grandkids and other younger folks in our life possess. It could also be seen as a good way to expose them to what “church” is about [image: 😊]
 
As Independence Day approaches and we continue to witness the events of our country and the world unfold around us, let us be reminded, and possibly remind others by our words and actions, of what Christianity means in today’s world. If anyone would like to discuss with me what those words or actions could be, please let me know. I’m feeling a great need to do more.
 
God’s love to everyone!
 
Georgia
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Scripture Reading for 
Ju
ly / August
)
Sunday, July 5						Sunday, July 12
Fifth Sunday of Pentecost				Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Gen 24: 34-38, 42-49, 58-67, and Ps 45: 10-17	          Gen 25:19-34 and Ps 119:105-113
or Song of Sol 2: 8-13					Isa 55: 10-13 & Ps 65: (1-8), 9-13
Zech 9: 9-12 and Ps 145: 8-14				Rom 8: 1-11	
Rom 7: 15-25a						Matt 13: 1-9, 18-23			
Matt 11: 16-19, 25-30					A House Divided
hosen Journeys						
								
Sunday, July 19						Sunday, July 26
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost				Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Gen 28: 10-19a and Ps 139: 1-12, 23-24 	 		Gen 29:15-28 and Ps 105:1-11, 
Wisd of Sol 12: 13, 16-19 or Isa 44: 6-8 and 		45b or Ps 128
Ps 86: 11-17							1 Kings 3:5-12 & Ps 119:129-136
Rom 8: 12-25							Rom 8: 26-39
Matt 13: 24-30, 36-43					Matt 13: 31-33, 44-52
Wheat and Weeds Together				Weaving the Future

Sunday, August 2						Sunday, August 9
Ninth Sunday of Pentecost				Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Gen 32: 22-31 and Ps 17: 1-7, 15				Gen 37: 1-4, 12-28, & Ps 105:1-6, 
Isa 55: 1-5 and Ps 145: 8-9, 14-21				16-22, 45b 
Rom 9: 1-5 							1 Kings 19: 9-18 and Ps 85: 8-13	
Matt 14: 13-21						Rom 10: 5-15
Face to Face							Matt 14: 22-33
								When all Seems Lost
					
	
Sunday, August 16						Sunday, August 23
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost			Twelve Sunday after Pentecost 
Gen 45: 1-5 and Ps 133		 	 		Ex 1:8-2:10 and Ps 124  
Isa 56: 6-8 and Ps 67					Isa 51: 1-6, and PS 138
Rom 11: 1-2a, 29-32					Rom 12: 1-8
Matt 15: (10-20), 21-28					Matt 16: 13-20
Bold Moves							Be Transformed

					Sunday, August 30
					Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
					Ex 3: 1-15 and Ps 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45b
					Jer 15: 15-21 and Ps 26: 1-8
					Rom 12: 9-21
					Matt 16: 21-28
					Spirit-Led Living
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